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222 VIRGINIA HISTORICAL MAGAZINE. 

there has been but little accurate information. The slave insurrection 
in Southampton county in 1831, headed by Nat Turner, came like a 
"fire-bell in the night," and effectually checked any feeling in favor of 
emancipation. 

It is remarkable that this insurrection, with all of its ruthless cruelty, 
should have occurred in such a county as Southampton, where the slaves 
were especially well treated, and where, as the county records show, 
there was a large Quaker element, whose members frequently emanci- 
pated their negroes. But it is a curious fact that slave rebellions in Vir- 
ginia seem never to have been die immediate result of harsh and cruel 
treatment, for it is evident from the testimony in the Gabriel insurrec- 
tion of 1800, that the negroes were allowed great liberty, and formed 
their plot at barbecues, fish frys, &c. 

Mr. Drewry has made a most careful and thorough study of his sub- 
ject alike from evidence in print and manuscript, and from oral relations 
of persons whose families were then resident in Southampton. 

In addition he has chapters on the " Renewed Importance of Slavery," 
" Relations of Slavery and the South," and a "Conclusion," showing 
results. It may be stated with confidence that the author has said the 
last word possible in regard to the history of an event which thrilled the 
whole country at the time it occurred, and was far reaching in its conse- 
quences. He took up the subject just in time to secure the required in- 
formation, and has done his work in a manner which leaves no gleanings 
behind. 

There is a map of Southampton county, showing the different routes 
of the negroes, and forty illustrations of persons and places connected 
with the insurrection. 

Historical Sketches and Reminiscences of an Octogenarian. 
By Thomas L. Preston. Published for the author by B. F. Johnson 
Publishing Co., Richmond, Va., 1900. Pp. 170 (with index). 

Colonel Preston, in compliance with the request of friends, has given 
to the public these interesting reminiscences of southwestern Virginia, 
and pioneer life there. While there is nothing of especial importance 
presented which has not been accessible to historical students, yet it 
may truly be said that this gathering of extracts from scarce books and 
from records, and of personal recollections and well verified tradition, 
is an interesting and useful contribution to our knowledge of the section 
treated of. 

There is a good index, and a portrait of the venerable author. 

(I) A Briefe And True Report ok The New Found Land of Vir- 
ginia, Sir Walter Raleigh's Colony of Md., Ixxxv. By 
Thomas Hariot, Mathematician. With an Introduction. London. 
Privately printed. MDCCCC. Pp. xvii, 84. 



